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L O W - C O S T D E S I G N 
IN FIFTH WARD AND FOR HABITAT, BEING CREATIVE ON A BUDGET 

SOME VISITORS I<> Diverse Work's l l ' l 'S 
exhibit /ft Houses: Owning .i House in 
the City were Irankly skeptical that the 
houses on display would ever he huilt. 
Though the stated purpose of the show, a 
collaboration between DiverseWorks, the 
Fifth Ward Com mil nil) Kedevelopinenl 
Corporation, and the Rice University 
SL In II il oi Architecture, was n> come up 
with innovative designs for affordable 
houses that would fit into tile wasting 
fabric of Houston's Fifth Ward, it was 
clear that some of the participants were 
more interested in critiquing the idea of 
low-cost housing than in creating some-
thing that could actually he built. 

Still, tucked in among the more fan-
tastical notions were some practical ones, 
and early in the fall of 2000 ground was 
broken lor one ot them, architect 
Deborah Morris' garden house, the first 
ol what will he seven /ft Houses houses 
to take root in Fifth Ward. Moving from 
exhibition room to construction site was-
n't easy; the Filth Ward (. Kl had origi-
nally hoped to start building in 1999, 
hut permitting problems caused some 
delays. Irving to get the houses to come 
in on budget caused others. At first, the 
desire had been lor the houses to cost 
between $.16,000 and $82,550 — the 
price range oi single-family homes the 
CRC was already building — but it sunn 
became clear thai giving life to the archi 
rects' ideas would require more money. 

Since the purpose behind the project 

was to m i \ atlordahihty and creativity, 
that created a dilemma, Ultimately, the 
allowable selling price was increased to 
SI0.1,000, a level set by government 
restrictions on what does and does not 
constitute affordable housing. A< least two 
of the houses wil l probably cost more than 
that, moving outside the official realm o| 
"affordable," if still modestly priced by 
broader standards. 

Even despite the loosened purse 
strings, certain amenities were lost. Keith 
Krumwiede had to shave a rectangular 
extension o i l Ins design; I IIK.IV Roy's exu-
berantly thrust forward rool had to be 
scaled back; Studio Works gave up Ilu-
wheeled furniture that had been part ot its 
InSidcOutSidc House. Hut if onginalif) 
sometimes had to take a back seat to 
expense, the /ft Utilises houses slated lor 
the Fifth Ward wil l still stand out in their 
neighborhoods, evidence that while com-
ing up with interesting ideas on a budget is 
hard, it's not impossible. 

I he crunch between cost and creativi-
ty is something the architects at t.eiisler's 
Houston office had to face as well when 
they were invited to develop new housing 
prototypes for the 1 louston chapter of 
Habital for Humanity. The invitation was 
pan ol an in-house competition titled 
"Home 2000"; as a community service 
project, Gensler had decided not to simply 
build a house with I labitat, but to develop 
plans and working drawings that could be 
added to Habitat's design hook. 
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A V A I L A B L E FOR PURCHASE 

Contact the Rice Design Alliance 
at 713-318-4876 

Senior Store Planning Manager 
The Southwest's largest Department Store group is looking for an experienced Senior Store 
Planning professional. Using your merchandising skills you will be ihe key liasion between 
our buying organization, our stores organization, and our planning/design and construction 
functions. You will also he responsible lor development of Block Plans. Mechandise/ 
Fixture Plans. Square footage Analysis, and some Archilcclural/I ixliuc Detailing using 
AutOCad R. 14. Some travel throughout the Southwest will be involved. A degree in 
Architecture, Interior Architecture or Interior Design is highly desirable. Familiarity with 
Vendor Shop roll-oul programs would also be helpful. We oiler broad professional growth 
opportunities and a comprehensive benefits package. 

l-'or more information or to send a resume: 
Foley's Department Stores 
11 It! Main Street 
Houston, TX 77002 

Attn: Executive Development 
71.V405.7V72 
713.405.6395 Fax 

FOLEYrS 
THIS IS WHERE IT GETS G O O D 
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Studio Works' InSideOulSide House 
(opposite page) is lo be built in the 
Fifth Ward at 709 Schwnrti Street. Its 
neighbors will be Keith Krumwiede's 
Domestic Topographic Package (above) 
at 711 Schworlz and Lindy Roy's house 
(above center) al 707 Schwarti. 
Deborah Morris' garden house (above 
top) will be built at 4909 Picklair. 

Carlos Jimenei's house (below) is planned for 2915 
Gillespie; William Williams' and Archie Piizini's Flip 
Flop House (below middle) will be next door at 
2917 Gillespie. The location of Michael Bell's Glass 
House @2 Degrees (bottom) hasn't been settled. II 
may end up containing aflices. 

Sin.li design dona t ions art- a m o n g the 
ways i l i . i t I labi tat expands the \ . i i u i \ o l 
hous ing i i can offer its l ow - i ncome cus-
tomers. N o t that they ' re par t i cu la r ly 
c o m m o n ; the nat iona l H a b i t a l design 
hook lias on ly 17 d i f fe rent designs, wh i l e 
accord ing t o M i I by Mar t , execut ive direc-
to r o f H o u s t o n H a b i t a t , the local chap 
ter's hook lias only seven p lans. T h e 
Gensier compe t i t i on p romised to increase 
tha t number by hal t again or mure. 

To come up w i t h those designs, 
t h o u g h , m e n u w o r k i n g w i t h a budget 
less than halt tha i avai lable to the arch i -
tects w o r k i n g on the L'iftll W a r d pro jec t ; 
it also meant hav ing to take in to cons id-
e ra t ion that the house w o u l d be bui l t by 
vo lunteer labor. W i t h i n those const ra in ts , 
the Cienster staff developed 11 proposa ls , 
then selected the three that seemed l o 
best In I labi tat 's needs. Designed by Son 
M a , Laurence k r u p a , and I'aul I Inmeyer, 
plans for the three houses have been 
dona ted to I l ab i t a t , w h i c h w i l l select 
one ihat Gensier employees w i l l then 
help bu i l d somet ime in the spr ing o f 
2 0 0 1 . M e a n w h i l e , some Gensier a r ch i -
tects whose designs d i d n ' t make the 
compet i t i on ' s f inal cu t have o f fered i l ie t r 
p lans and w o r k i n g d raw ings lo r 1 lab i -
tat 's fu ture use. As a resul t , notes 
I lab i ta t 's I lar r , the one Gensier house 
the f i r m itself helps bu i l d is un l i ke ly t o 
be the last ( i cns lc r H a b i t a l house raised 
in I l ous ton . — MJSbicltk 
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The three finalists in Gensler's Habitat for Humanity 
competition were, from top to bottom, houses by Paul 
Homeyer, Laurence Krupa, and Son Ma. 

IL PALAZZO LOFTS 
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1401 Calumet 
Final Closeout * Only 13 Units Remaining 

Museum District 

Elaine Moore & Tim Surratt 
713.524.0888 
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S0M0Z/VSIMS 
GALLERY OF FINF ART 

2431 Sunset Boulevard, Houston, Texas 77005 • 713-526-9995 
www.soni07agallery.com 


